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epaturday, April 22. 1693. 


Every Body's Mercury. 


Being refolv’d to try for once whether "tts poffi- 
bie to pleafe all our Cuftomers in this dead time 
of Trade, We prefent ’em here. wih a Mer- 
cury, the refult of all our Studies who are in 
or near the Town, confifting of Divinity, Poe- 
try, Metaphyficks, Phyficks, Mathema- 
ticks, Hiltory,, Love, Politicks, Oecono- 
micks, aud toreach yet further, Nifions and 
Revelations ; and if all this dont pleafe yc, 
We muft e'ne deSfatr of doing it. 


Queft. 1. DIVINITY. ] Hat’s  Blaf{phemy ? 
Wbat Punifhment 


does it deferve, and 
whether the Athenisns are not guilty of it in that Anjwer 
of theirs tothe Quejlion, Where goes the. Wind ? To wirich 
they Reply in another Dijlick, 
Man knows not whence ic comes, por where it goes, 
If he that fends it knows, he only kwews ? 


An(w, All know that B/a/pbemy’s aa equivocal word, 
and us'd in the Holy Scriprures either with relation to 
God or Man, tho’ thefame De‘cription will include both 
Sences, its general fignification being @ Contumeliovs -in- 
juffous Speech concerning any Perfon or Thing. Thus Na- 
both was accus’d, tho’ unjuftly, by thole who coveted 
his Patrimony, tor Bla/pbeming God and the King: And 
thus St. Stephen, for blz/pbemous Words againft Mo/es and 
again{t God, or as they explain ‘em afterward’s, againft 
that Holy Place (theemple.) and the Law. Under this 
Defcription of Blafphemy, that "tis Contemptuous abufive 
Language, will not fall any modeft Objection, which a 
Man may privately make tor the fatistaction of his own 
Mind, tho’ againft either a Natural or revealed Truth, but 
it rather implies Objtinacy, Perverfenefs, and a certain 
malicious daring Pride and Prefumption, that carries 
with it the vifible brand of Hell, whether it relates to 
God himfelf, or thofe ‘Declarations of his Will which 
he has made to Afankind. 

For the Punifhment thereof, fome Chriftian Nations 
yet follow the ftri€tneis of the old Jewifh Law, and 
make it no lets than Dezth 5 which indeed We think it 
well deferves, the Brows of thofe who are guilty being 
fo harden’d, that a Brand will hardly make any Impref- 
fion there, or if it did, wou'd wear off again, or how- 
ever is not fufhcient to deter ill Men from it. We fay, 
We think the Blafpbemer deferves Death, were it only 
from the mifchief he does to Humane Society, and Ci- 
vil Order, becaufe he ftrikes at the root and bond of all 
Government, which is the reverence and belief of a God, 
as the Acheifts themfelves confets, 

And this being Our Opinion of Blafphemy, ’tis ve- 
ry unlikely we fhou’d our felves be guilty ot fo black 
a Sin. Nor willany Man, who if he thinks at all does 
not think at bap hazard, charge us with it from that An- 
fwer in our Mercury, the meaning of the Diftick being 
plain enough to any Minor Child either, who has but 
read 3d.St. Fobn 8 v. where our Saviour who is God 
faysexprefly, The Wind bivwesh where tt lifteth, and thon 
heareft the found thereof, ( true of every Man certainly as 
well as Nicodemus) but shou knoweS not whence it comet), 
nor whitber it goeth — But We forgive the Querift this 
miftake, as charitably believing, it proceeded fom meer 
weakne{s, not from malise. 


——~ 


Queft. 2. METAPHYSICKS ] Is Evi! quid pofitivum, 
or has it any pofitive real Being ? 

An{w. There may be fomething in the diftinétion be- 
tween Phyfical or Moral, and Metaphyfical Evil, the two 
former confide: ing the Aion or Agent, together w 
the Anomy of the Adion, the latter only is pure abit 
ed Anomy or Aberration from the Rule of right or good. 
The very Effence of Evil feems to us to confitt in fom: 
thing purely privative, th6 We confefs it flicks fo clote 
to fome Actions, which muft be own’d pofitive and reaf, 
that they can’t without great difficulty be feparated 
from one another, thé this We muft do, and that pr 
cifively, as far as a mental precifion, becaufe otherwile 
this frightful Confequence will be plain in view, and 
we think unavoidable, that God really concurs with 
very Sin, and therefore is an Acceffary in it, tho’ We 
caa {carce go fo far as fome Nicer Difinzuifbers, who 
think he does Phyfically predetermine every individua! aéti- 
on, without being guilty of the Anoimy or irregularity of 
that Aion. 

Queft. 3. Of LOVE. ] #but’s Love ? 

Anjw. Love, and youl! know; but left you fhould 
fay that’s like bidding you tafte Ratsbane to try whe- 
ther. ‘tis poyfon, Well give you the beft Defcription 
we can of that Paffien, which We have fome Reafonto 
know. True Love then taking i¢ in the reftrain’d fence 
in which we fuppote ‘twas intended, for a Paffion be- 
tween different Sexes, may, We think, be thus tolerably 
defcrib’\d— ’Tis a mixture of Friendfhip and Defire, bound- 
ed by the Rules of Honow and Virtue: There mutt be 
Friendfhip, in’t, which may be call’d the Spirit or Soul 
of Love, as Defire the material part, and Honour, if you 
pleafe, that which binds both together, and makes the 
Vital Union. We are forced to diffent from a late Inge- 
nious Author as to the Notion of Friendhhip, which we 
can’t fix as he does,in an abfolute agreement of Sentiments, 
becaufe then there cou’d be no fuch thing as Friend- 
fhip in the World, there being no two Perfons whofe 
Sentiments in every thing agree exaétly with cach other. 
Wetherefore rather choofe to fix it in a likenefs of Sen- 
timents, and perfect agreement of Wi/ls, which agree- 
ment indeed may partlf proceed trom jmp athy of Thought, 
but partly too {rom many. outward Accidents: How- 
ever, let it come whence it will it produces Esteem, 
which whether juft or ill-grounded, is of the Effence of 
Friendfhip, which retains its Name, if pure, between 
Perfons of the fameSex, bur if mix’d either wich Ivte- 
reft or Defire, has a worte Title. If between different 
Sexes, but ftill pure, which undoubtedly is poffible, the 
We think it ought co be call’d Platonick Love, tho this, 
only Lovein an equivoca! or Analogical, nota proper 
Sence, being as far from this true Love we are delcrib- 
jng on one fide, as Criminal Defire ison the other : Yee 
fome Defire chere muft be, as an ingredient of proper 
Love, th6 We re as far from thinking rhat’s all of it, as 
that tisnone oi it. Without this Friendfhip is cold, this 
makes it ftronger and warmer, Love being a medium be- 
tween pure Frienfhip and perfec? Defire ; "tis warm enough 
to keep Friendfhio from an Ague, but not fo furioufiy 
hot as to fet allon Five. They manage matters {0 be- 
tween ‘em, that the /weet melis. the fironz, and from this 
agreeable mixture or Harmony, efpeciaily where reci- 
procal, refule the tendreft, nobleft Pleafure that’s purely 
humane, and both of ’em being very active princip.es, 
produce fuch an Ardour of pleafizg, as puthes on tie 
Lover to great adions, and often helps him to perform 
fuch things as betore feem’d impcffible. But yet till we 
hold it Effential to true Love, that it keep within the 
Bounds of Honour and Virtue, and that there is fiurch Love, 
We are cetrain, but if it breaks thote bounds, it lofes io 
fair a Name, our Language has a much worje for ic, 
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and it degenerates inte Left, the Véry found of which a 
Civil Ear can {carce endure ; and this it does as oft as 
either the Obje or other Circumftances thereof are un- 
lawful. We know there are aa great many Men in the 
World would make Love nothing elfe ; they woud turn 
the God into a Satyr, pretty littke Cupid into a foul Pria- 
pus ; but al] they can mean by‘t is fairly owning that their 
Love is nothing elfe, and confequently won‘t believe 
there‘s any orber, becaufe they have no Notion of it, ta- 
king Woman in general, the whole Sex We mean, as the 
Obje# of their Defires: At which rate they outdo the 
Great Turk himlelf for his Love, as they call it, is con- 
fin‘d perhaps to a few hundred, but their Seraglio is all 
the World, and a Bull muft unavoidably be as true a 
Lover as they, when he divides his Courtfhip among the 
whole Herds of the Milkie- Mathers — Nor can We think 
any Lady will entertain a Spark of this Principle in her 
Service, unlefs fhe has the Ambition of pafling for 
Pafiphae’s Rival. 

Queft. 4. HISTORY. ] I've read in fome Old Author, 
tho’ his Name at prefent I can‘t remember, “ That Nero 
“ was a better Man-than Julius or Auguftus, or Trajan, 
“‘ or Adrian. I confefs ‘twas fome furprize to me, becaufe 
1 always took thefe Perfons, or at leaft moft of ‘em for pretty 
honeff Heathens: Pray your Opinion in this Matter ? 

Anfw. Now have you, We dare lay any {mall Wager, 
been reading Lampridius, or fome lewd ill-natur‘d Wretch 
or other, who‘d fain perfwade People there‘s no fuch 
thing as Virtue in the World, on purpofe ehat he him- 
felf mayn‘t be hooted at as he pafles the Streets, or bought 
up and Sold for a Monfter. We are not for ftaining Pa- 
per with {uch Naufeous Stories and Forreign Vices as will 
fhock a Modeft Englifb-man to fee or hear em, nor fhal! 
for that reafon repeat what fome Authors have left on 
Record of thofe great Perfons, only affuring the Que- 
rift, that thofe who reprefent ‘em fo black are not them- 
felves of the moft indifputable Credit, there being few 
who wou‘d {peak againft Auguftus but fuch as were fit 
Champions to defend Nero in his fouleft Actions : Not 
but that We really think that Prince deferves as many 
Panegyricks for thofe Noble Aéts of his — Firing Rome, 
Lying with his Mother, and then Murdering and ripping 
her up, Kicking his Wives down Stairs when great with 
Child, ( there‘s his Love to Women, which fome think 
may be fo eafily forgiven him) and above all barba- 
roufly Butchering and Tormenting the Chriftians, be- 
ginning the-Firft Perfecution againft ‘em; We fay, for ‘ 
thefe things he really deferves as many Panegyricks as 
ever Lewis the Great did for Aétions much of the fame 
Nature, and which have been fo abundantly ftrow‘d in 
his Way by his Slaves and Idolaters: And thé it‘s true 
that great Prince, Nero We mean, had not for want of 
Children that right done to his Memory that he deferv‘d, 
the envious Senate only Voting him a Parricide, and 
Mankind‘s Common Enemy, yet who knows but after 
Ages may produce fome great Spirit, whom Sympathy and 


- ‘$ufticg may prompt to fer his Charaéfer in a better Light, 


and thereby at once immortalize his own Name, and that 
of his I/luftriéus Heroe. 

Queft. 5. POLITICKS. ] A Certain Man had, 8c. 

Anfw. O Sir, We beg your Pardon — We have had 
enough of that already, and fhou’d deferve to be bege’d 
for double Fools af we twice burnt our Fingers with the 
fame Coal. 

Queft. 6. OECONOMIKS. |] I've 4 dreddfal Scold of 4 
Wife, and wou'd willingly give you balf my Eftate if you cou’d 
tell me how to Tame her ? 

Anfw. That We'll do for nothing, on Condition you 
won'tturn the Old Proverb upon us: The Method We'd 

re(cribe for taming your Shrow, is, Laugh at her, and 
et her Scold on till fhe is weary; feem to take no No- 
tice of her: Io asa Majtiff wou'd to a little whiffling 
Cur that barks at him, or We to thofe that hope to get 
themfelves Fame by pretending to Write duller than any 
Man in Athens — fay nothing to her, unlefs a little b 
the by, and Tento One when fhe fees her felf flighted, 
fhe'll bur/t for meer Vexation. 

Queft. 7. DREAM. ] I lately Dreamt I was in the Field 
under a Tent, with feveral other Perfons, whence we were al! 
hurry’d by a great Tempeft into the midft of the Sea, where 


kept my Head above Water ; at lencrh I faw a clorions 
above, and one came and rais’d me , to a but when ye 
Got thither, I {aw my Husband below firugling in the Waves 
and juft finking, at which I was very much afflicted : Pray 
can ye Interpret this flrange Dream? 

Anfw. Look ye Madam! you know there are divers and 
fundry forts of Dreams , Divine, Natural, &c. Now how jst 
poffible for us to know how fo rank this of yours, unle(s 
you'd Dream it over once or twice more, which if you do 
We fhall think there’s fomething in’t, and twill then be 
time enough to try our Skill in Oneirocritic’s in Order to 
“a a on 

elt. 8. REVELATION or PROPHECY, whi 
you pleafe. |] What I fend you, Gentlemen, is cervain Ze. 
ter of Fact — The Day that King Fames the Il. was 
Crown’d, feveral Eminent Citizens being in a room to- 
gether, a Gentleman came in amongit ‘em who was a 
Stranger to ’em all, but all thoughe him each other’s 
Friend, and ftanding in the middle of ‘em, {aidaloud 
thefe Words — “ By this time four Years will the Prince 
ps of Orange be Crown'd King of England, and in four 
> hn 9 Fars he’ll Conquer France, and triumphantly 
ae inl ; ‘ee What think you of the Man, and what of 

Anfw. What fhou’d We think but that the Story’s a 
pretty Story, and We cou’d be very glad if ‘twas a true 
one toa, but don’t expect to make the World believe 
it, unlefs you'd be fo kind to fend fome of the Gentle- 
mens Names who were prefent when this was faid ; 
which if you’d do, and fome of our Members might have 
the Honour to wait on ‘em, and fee it perionally Atteft- 
ed, We promife to endeavour your Satisfaétion about 
obec, al! em a Care to Print it Authentically 

gh, asa Nobile Piece of Servi - 
ae tal Coeatienty. Service both to the Gowern 


Queft. 9. MATHEMATICKS. | 


Le bcd h be a right- 
angled Triangle, 


b-|+-c=p—2 
h-++-d=q=36 

Anfw. Let p+q=Z, then the Equation 
will be 


are given, what is the fide b? 


ee +22 
zpbbb — 2zp $bb *72PP° p77 
az f27zp$ PP 
In Numbers 


48bbb—763 2bb-+- 241920b=82073600 
or 

bbb— 1 sgbb -++- 5040b = 43200 
or 

bbb — mbb-+- qb= p 


Theorema Convergens X= r-+mgg—geg om 
3g8-+ 2mg—q 
Whereby 6 is found to be = 16.4 prope. 


For a {mall Parce] of Poetry in the Conclufion, pray 
take this Epigram — to a very modeft Friend and Brother 
Author of ours, of the Ancient Family of the Dullmans, 
who is a little {paring of his Works, and can‘t endure 
to hear his own Prailes, either in Profe, Verfe, Print, or 
Conver {ation : 

Reading thy Works has us infpir’d, 

And with the felf-fame Fury tir’d. 

Thy Works {fo pleafant and {o pure 

We'll read ‘em Ten times o‘re for fure. 
They‘re all Terfe-Wit, no Crambo-ftuff, 
The mifchief is we've ne*re enough. 

Write on! why fhou‘dft thou envious be ? 
Come, hang this foolifh Modeftie. 
Thou‘rt all one Epigram, and this, 

Dear Friend ! thy very Pidure is. 


OF The New Di{covery of the Southern World, &c. will be 
Publifh‘d next Monday. Price 1 s. Printed for #.Dyunton. 


moft of thofe that were about me funk, but I with much ado 
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